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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Kaneko et al. (US 2001/0020230 
A1). 

Kaneko discloses a computer-implemented system including a demand-supply 
data, order data, an allocation term (one month). Kaneko does not positively discloses 
of having to prioritize demand data, but as disclosed, does include to maximize a 
profitability index, which can be very broadly taken as prioritize the demand data. 



ABSTRACT: 

An appa ratus for plannin g a iaewafnxa£s:8^S! sche me of a chain so as to increase t he corp orate 

profit. A g:eriTn : a^=s'j!JWP>:iffl scheme includin g BBSS receipt, S§3 placement, purchase and bWtaiffl in the 
unit of a month of each step of a saffm chain that includes various steps, such as product sal es step s, 
product-producing steps, steps of producing parts for produ cing products, etc. is set so that the ESgfiT 
placement to each producing step becomes within an $mm receivable range that is calculated from the 
equipment, the manpower, the number of times of operation, etc. of the producing step. Furthermore, a 
jeSlll^Bj scheme is planned and changed so as to maximize a profitability index that is calculated 
by using a cost regarding the production of a product that includes a material cost, a manpower cost, 

and an equipment cost, a stock management cost, a transportation cost, etc. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 19-37 and 41 have been allowed. 

4. Claims 2-9, 38-39, 11-18 and 40 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dietrich et al., Narimatsu et al., Ettl et al., Kennedy et al M Hedge 
et al., Coppola et al., Crampton et al., and Tsai disclose related art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jayprakash N. Gandhi whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3740. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:30 (Mon. - Fri.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo P. Picard can be reached on 571-272-3749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jayprakash N Gandhi 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2125 

JNG 




